
“Hollywood Glam” 

Location: 305 W. Main St. (4 of 5 murals to be painted here) 

Those that knew Elaine Shepard could most likely describe her as “dynamic” as she had the 

ability to do just about anything she set her mind to, and never did fit into the buttoned-down 

way of her time.  Born on April 2, 1913, Elaine spent her childhood in Olney on the 200 block of 

E. Chestnut Street, but it was by no means a smooth ride.  For her, life needed to have more 

meaning.  She saw her parents become high ranking players in local civic organizations, and this 

led her to set her sights on leaving a real footprint in this world. 

After graduating from college, Elaine’s mother began suffering from serious respiratory 

problems and needed to relocate to a better breathing climate.  This sparked Elaine’s decision 

to head to California to make a life there.  Elaine and her mother left the Midwest with no more 

than $0.86 in their pockets to start this endeavor.  Today, that would equal about $11.00! 

Determined as ever, Elaine remained very active.  Because of this, she was noticed by the wife 

of a noted movie producer who was taken by Elaine’s beauty, charm, and grace.  Elaine’s career 

began to snowball after this chance encounter. 

Elaine’s first appearance on the silver screen was in 1936’s Darkest Africa as the heroine of the 

film.  Her acting career includes other roles in films such as Topper, Seven Days Ashore, Thirty 

Seconds Over Tokyo, and Law of the Ranger.  Elaine even befriended Lucille Ball as they acted 

alongside each other in You Can’t Fool Your Wife. 

In the 1950s, Elaine decided it was time for something very different and began her journey 

into journalism, where she also ended up finding great success.  A vintage photo exists of Elaine 

on-set of the 1963 film Cleopatra covering the beat.   

As the Vietnam War reared its head, Elaine set her sights into exploring what this meant to 

America’s Armed Forces.  Elaine flew along in four Vietnam combat missions and viewed 

firsthand what was called “The Doom Pussy.”  This term was given to the mythical jaws of a 

terrible cat that would crouch in wait for American pilots as they would fly their missions over 

North Vietnam.  This path led her to publish three books titled: Forgive Us Our Press Passes, The 

Doom Pussy, and The Doom Pussy II. 

Elaine never forgot her Olnean roots and was happy to visit a hometown that welcomed her 

back with open arms each time.  As part of Olney’s 125th anniversary celebration in 1966, July 

7th was deemed Elaine Shepard Day in the City of Olney. 

Elaine Shepard passed away on September 6, 1998, at the age of 84. 

 



 


