
“Coca-Cola, an American Icon” 

Location: TBD 

This piece will showcase images related to Coca-Cola and its bottling industry in Olney. 

Perhaps the only thing more American than apple pie would be Coca-Cola, and it may be safe to 

say that it has the most recognizable logo in the world.  The 130+ year company originated as a 

soda fountain beverage that sold for $0.05 per glass.  As it turned out, the initiation of a strong 

bottling system was developed that made Coca-Cola the world-famous brand it is today. 

In 1905, A.J. Dant owned and operated the first Olney Coca-Cola Bottling Plant on S. Fair Street.  

A barrel of carbonated water, one syrup jar, one spout filler, and one crowner made up the 

early production equipment.  A horse-drawn wagon was used to deliver the Coca-Cola around 

this territory. 

In 1910, the company was sold to Charles Huag and the business began to really take off under 

his management.  In 1916, the design of the bottle changed from that of straight sides to the 

contour bottle.  This bottle became one of the few packages ever granted trademark status by 

the U.S. Patent Office.  The change proved successful in sales and still today is one of the most 

recognized icons in the world. 

By 1918, the company had been sold again to Frank Bryan and Walter Shultz.  It was after this 

transfer that the company was able to purchase new production equipment and three delivery 

wagons.  Three delivery wagons for this territory was quite a big deal!  The new equipment 

helped with the change in times.  In 1923, six-bottle cartons became a hit.  By the end of the 

1920s, bottle sales exceeded fountain sales. 

Future buy outs led to the consolidation of the Gassmann Ice Cream and Butter Company and 

the Coca-Cola Bottling Company.  The new name was the Midwest Coca-Cola Bottling Company 

where it was operated by Mr. Zean and Mr. Gassmann for several years before any other 

transfer of management took place. 

In 1940, the company moved to its new location at 906 W. Main Street (near the current CVS) 

where it supplied the masses for several more years.   

As more time passed, advances in technology led to a prosperous global economy with high 

demand.  Many bottlers, similar in size to that of Olney’s, found the need to consolidate in 

order to better serve these huge international customers.  As such, in the 1980s, the 

distribution was downsized to a small warehousing facility, and the bottling plant eventually 

vacated. 


